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So reach. Us to number our Days, that we may j apply our : 


| Hearts unto Wi iſm. 


tage, which, whether we conſider i it as the commence- 
ment or termination of a Cæxrukv, equally demands our 
; moſt ſerious attention to ſo intereſting and awful an. event. — 
There are, it is to be feared, too many, even amongſt them 
” that « name the name of Chriſt,” the years of whoſe lives Bo 
5 have ſtolen away, one after another, imperceptibly ; ; until, at = 
length, they have ſeen the wide circuit of an AGE, all at once, ; 
cloſing around them; without their ever having beſtowed : 
one moment J meditation on the part which they have acted, | 
during the portion of time aſſigned by Providence to each of f 
them reſpettively, i in the courſe of its ſeveral gradations. 


4 „ Should 


5 E are now far advanced in our progreſs through a : 
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Should there * any here preſent, whoſe Conſciences call 

upon them to plead guilty to this heavy charge; let me con- 5 
jure them, as they tender the falvation of their immortal 

| ſouls, to begin now, even now, though it be ſo late, to bring 43 

| their ways to remembrance. Let them arreſt the paſſing mo- 
ment, and not ſuffer the fleeting phantom to vaniſh from be- : 

5 fore the, until they have forced a bleſſing from it; until 

> they have made a covenant with themſelves, to exert their Hh 
utmoſt endeavours towards redeeming the ineſtimable trea- - 
| ſure, ſo prodigally waſted by them; to atone, as far as in 
chem lies, by their ſuture conduct, for their deplorable neg- 
I& of the days, and months, and years, that a are e already gone 


In che mean while, it 18 an alarming conſideration to all of 55 
us, chat even they who may have appeared to themſelves as 
the moſt wary, ſpiritual, Economiſts of their time, on adjuſt- 
: ing their accounts of it, at its ſtated revolutions, may perhaps 
have found the balance not ſo much in their favour as they 
had flattered themſelves with the preſumption that it would 5 
have been. —Indeed, alter all the circumſpection we can uſe, 
5 all che attention we can pay to a regular diſtribution of the 


8 various portions chat make up che number of our days, it is 


more 


Gen. xxxii. 26. 


. 


. 


unobſerved by his all piercing eye, with whom ＋ one day 


Ab; maps LE . . 0 n 


TIE 


more than probable that ſome of them will have eſcaped un- 


noticed, and, conſequently, unimproved, by us. 


What allowance will be made for theſe deſiciences, at the 


great day of reckoning, by an all- gracious and moſt merciful 
Judge, can be known to him alone. Let us, however, be 
particularly cautious not to delude ourſelves with che vain 
conceit that they are of too e a nature ever to be 
brought into the account againſt us. | God admits of no uſe- 
leſs, empty ſpaces i in the great Area of human life, - In our 
15 fpiritual arithmetick, as well as in. the computation of our 
temporal concerns, every article muſt have its weight. On 5 
eltimating our expenditure of the time committed to our 
truſt, every fraction (if I may be allowed to uſe the term), 5 
every point, or tittle, muſt claim its appropriate place, and 
contribute towards completing the grand accumulation of all 


the component Parts. Not a minute of our lives will paſs. 


25 


0 1. may add—a ſingle moment) * is as a thouſand years.” 


| Although refle&ions of this kind can never be unſeaſor- 


able, furely, at the preſent Ariking juncture, they are entitled 
to our warmeſt reception, and cannot fail to ſtamp che molt 


forcible impreſſion on our minds. —The contemplating. a term 


3 F 


ELIT 


[6] 


of years, not only far exceeding the utmoſt whoa! extent of 


the age of man, but likewiſe forming a principal diviſion in 


the important fra which commenced at the riſing of the 


Sox OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, muſt neceſſarily call back the at- 


Es tention of every conſiderate perſon to whatever may preſent 
it ſe] fr to him, throughout the general ſurvey, | in a moral and 


religious view, as, in a more re eſpecial manner, demanding his Fe 


notice. i 


Wes are impelled by ſets a retroſpect to number, not only 0 
our own days, but the days of thoſe who have gone before 
: us and we ſhall be ſure of finding our account in it, It, by = 
the Grace of God, we ſhall learn, from our obſervation of the 
time that i is paſt, to be wiſely provident of that which is to . 


” come. 


Let us then pauſe awhile on, not only the ſhare which we 7 
: may have had 1 in ſo extenſive | a period, but alſo that of our 
forefathers, as connected with ourſelves, by their having been ? 
united in the ſame civil and religious body, of which we, in = 
our turn, have become members, through | a ſucceſſion derived 8 
i to us by Providence ;—and may it be continued to our lateſt 5 
rab ! 


„ One 


(71 


T7 ce One generation ſhall praiſe the works of the Lord unto 


= another, and declare his power. ”—The peculiar, compre- 
henſive, round of time, which (at leaſt, as far as reſpeas the 
ſeveral portions of it that have fallen to « our own lot, ) cannot 
fail, at the hour of ſerious meditation on our conduct, to pre- 


lent itſelf to o the minds of 1 one of us, 3 its career 8 


eg 


dy eds on their true e baſis; ; wen the tottering Nate of 

| which, but a ſew years before, they had well nigh been over- | 

g= chron. — Theſe invaluable bleſſings, of which our anceſtors . 
became fo happily poſſeſſed, have been guarded by them with 

all the care and vigilance due to ſuch ſacred depoſits. They = 

have been faithfully tranſmitted to us—be it our's as faithfully 

to preſery: ve them. = 


But our Fathers were not contented with having been 


| themſelyes partakers of theſe gracious diſpenſations of God's 8 
1 mercy and goodneſs.— They did not think it enough to con- 
fine their heavenly influence to the inhabitants of their own 
country. Their views were ſo extenſive, their hearts ſo en- 38 
larged, as to invite, to a joint participation with themſelves of . 
the pure and uncorrupted Chriſtian F aith, thouſands of their 5 
fellow creatures, in far diſtant parts of the globe; many of 
them, "till then, ti totall ly deſtitute of a proper exertion of 
their : 


OE pf. cxlv. 4. 


[8 ] 


little x more than their form. 


It pleaſed the Almighty to put into the heart of a glorious 
Prince, who, under his eſpecial guidance, had ſecured DUE 
Church and State againſt the aſſaults of arbitrary power, and : 
Popiſh ſuperſtition, to eſtabliſh, by his Royal Charter, a So- EE 
ciety, for the purpoſe of ſupporting Chriſtianity, where al- : 5 
| ready embraced, in our Colonies and F actories abroad; and 15 
diſperſing the knowledge of it amongſt the poor unenlightened 
Heathens, who formed no ſmall portion of them—thereby 
both qualifying them for the attainment of everlaſting happi- | 
neſs i in the world to come—and rendering their temporal ſer- ” 
vitude les grievous, by inſtilling. into their minds the reli- . 


gious, healing, principles of patience, content, reſignation, 5 


and fidelity. 


Thus aufpicious was the Beginning of an Age, ever to be | 
diſtinguiſhed ; In our annals, to the diffuſing of the light of the 
5 Goſpel of Chriſt amongſt thoſe miſerable wretches, who had . 
| hitherto lain in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death ; whole 
minds had been no leſs enſlaved than their bodies; ; tied and 5 
bound with the chains of the groſſeſt ignorance and bar- 
bariſm —To reſcue them from this deplorable condition, was : 


the grand object, at its firſt ſetting. out; and, through the 


whole 


; their rational faculties, as to reſemble the human ſpecies in 


£93 


whole of its progreſs, they, who have ſuccellively been o 
laudably employed in this work of the Lord, E have Mp 
pily found it to © proſper i in their hands.” | 


Oh! that, in its more advanced late, it had been crowned 


with the additional bleſſing, if not. of a total releaſe from their 
ſlavery, yet, of an effectual check to the almoſt unparalleled 
ſpecies of tyranny, u under which, to the diſgrace of our moſt 
holy religion, o many of our lellow- creatures, and fellow- 

- lubjects. ſtill groan, even in a Chriſtian country: — Wretches. 
torn from their home—their deareſt. fſriends—their native 

5 ſoil—forced on voyages, in which, from their hard treatment, 
and cloſe confinement, numbers of them have inevitably pe- 

4 riſhed; whilſt their miſerable ſurvivors have, for the moſt , 
part, been reſerved for no milder fate, than their being ex. 

5 poſed, like beaſts, to public ſale, and then compelled to linger 5 
on, in one continued round of inſupportable toil; accompa- 
nied, in ſome horrid inſtances, with unremitted Kripes! from the 
(corpion. chaſtiſement of their mercileſs, unfeeling, tormentors. 

—And this—in our own Colonies—under the ſanction of men, 
who call themſelves Cu RI ; T I ANS !—Gracious Heaven !—but— : 
let us not preſume to anticipate the counſels of the Moſt High. 
=—Let: us patiently await the fulfilling of our Bleſſed Lord” 8 
evangelical promiſe, that bY there ſhould be one fold, under 


. Jokn x. 16. 1 
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one ſhepherd.” = —Let us comfort ourſelves with the reflec- 


| tion, that the happy period will arrive, when 9 * the Lord 


„ God ſhall cauſe his righteouſneſs and praiſe | to ſpring forth 
« before all nations: when we ſhall be * 46 all one in Chriſt e 

1 * Jeſus; —when there ſhall be no diſtinction of i; bond or 
. free; when even the poor, deſpiſed, outcaſt NzcRoO ſhall 5 
be no longer the ſlave of an inhuman fellow-creature, but the 


ſervant of him, 5 whoſe ſervice . perfect freedom” —a Dif: 


ciple of the BuesszD J˙ sus a Son—an Heir of God,” 


gether, with ourſelves, 5 ' through Chriſt,” "4-0 es to 5 


5 the promiſe ; for we are e 0 all the children of God, by 


«  Gaith i in Chriſt Jeſus.” 8 


However remote the completion of this particular « event, as 
included i in the general prediction, may be—though it ſhould 
pleaſe God, that neither ourſelves, nor generations to come, e 
- ſhould be bleſſed with the attainment of an object ſo devoutly 5 
to be implored, yet it behoves us to keep the glorious proſ- 
pect ſtill within our view ; ; not: to deſpond, but to ſhew our 
truſt i in Providence, by furthering its gracious deſigns, to the 
utmoſt of our power; not to give up the cauſe of Chriſtia- 


nity, and common Humanity. but to exert ourſelves in its | 


ſupport, that the influence of our zeal may, ey the alif- 


tance 


$ Iſa. lai, 11. 


pn] 


5 tance of the Divine Grace, be extended to future ages; and 


to contribute our endeavours, as inſtruments i in the hands of 5 
the Almighty, towards facilitating the accompliſhment of this 8 

heavenly purpoſe; ſubmitting, with all humility, the preciſe 
| time of its being brought to pals, to the peculiar deſignation of 


his divine wiſdom. 


With hearts tl aus devoted to the civil and religious intereſts 
of our miſerable, degraded. fellow. creatures to whom, as 


8 inhabitants of our own dominions, and, as ſuch, having a juſt 


claim to che protection of the ſame Government with our- 


ſelves, we are o cloſely united let us Redfaſtly proceed, in 
an humble confidence, chat, with the aid of God's Bleſſed Spi- 
rit, we ſhall, hencelorward, abound more and more in this, 15 
and every other work of the Lord: knowing, that what- 
ſoever we ſhall undertake in his holy name, either in our col- 


5 lective, or private capacity, our“ labour will not be 1 in vain 


| <6 in the Lord.” 5 


Great ndeed muſt our labour in the ſervice of God be, 


ere we can become worthy of the recompence of reward,”— — 


15 We ſhall, all of us, on a review of our lives, —even 1 
who have made the beſt uſe of their time, —{till find muck. 


to do many of us, I fear, much to be undone: a whole 


train of unruly luſts and allections, which have rivetted 
dchemſelves 


[ 12 > th 


—_ themſelves into our very conſtitution, to be torn from their 


5 ſtrong holds; 9 the old man, which i 18 corrupt, to be put off” I 
| a and a new nature, as it were,  ſuperinduced i in his room, —All 
5 | e this f is but preparatory to our working, with effect, in Chriſt's 
. vineyard. —We need not be told, that the ground, which is 


over-run with weeds, and choaked with briers and thorns, 


| 5 1 muſt be thoroughly cleanſed, and ſubdued, before it can bei in 

| | - fit ſtate for bringing forth fruit to perfection. We know, 

| there are noxious plants, in plucking up which, if we leave 

the leaſt fibre behind, it will grow, and ſpread itſelf to the ſize 
of the root from which it ſprang. —In the diſcaſes of the 


7 is but of little avail. We muſt be on our guard againſt the : 
danger of a relapſe. Every ſymptom of a returning malady | 


muſt be cautiouſly watched. Our antidote muſt be always at 


nature. 


= Ace, without knowing whither the tide will carry us; during 
our courſe. in 2 which, in order to the being ſecured from the 


violence 
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8 mind, as in thoſe of the body, a mere temporary amendment 


hand, to counteract che poiſon, ever lurking 1 in 0 r depraved | 


And-when can ſuch conſiderations as 5 theſe be more inte- 
reſting to us, than on our placing before our eyes the ſolemn 
ſpectacle of a Period, including the revolution of no leſs than 

a hundred years, {inking 1 in the abyſs of time; and viewing Y 


3 ourſelves as. launching into the current of an unexplored | 


i 


violence of raging ſtorms and tempeſts we muſt ſtrain every 
nerve, both of body and mind, to the utmoſt, 


But—the ſkilful, wary, mariner win not content himſelf 


with his endeavours to be prepared againſt the fury of the 
ſtormy wind, that lifteth up the waves of the great deep. —He 
will conſider, that there are other, latent, perils, —the avoiding 
of which will equally demand an exertion of his unremitted 
5 care and circumſpection. —In the Occan of Life, no leſs than | 
in that which 18 formed by nature, chere are unſeen ſhoals, 
and ſhelves, and quickſands, which if, for want of a due ex- i 
ploring of them, we inadvertently run upon, they will be our 
certain deſtruction. —In lacithe danger is greateſt to thoſe 8 
who think there f is none. To ſuch, their ſecurity too often 
proves their ruin. —The roaring of a Charybdis, and the 
barkings of a Scylla, were a ſufficient warning to the F wan- 
dering Hero of old, for being on his guard againſt. thoſe. ave- 
oy nues of death—but, had he not (according to the fabulous 
: account of his voyage) been cautioned, and ſecured, againſt 
the fatal allurements of the calm, and therefore unluſpected. 5 
more, on which the Sirens had taken their ſtand, both he, 
and his companions, would have fallen a lacriſice to their en- 
chanting. melody, and been ſank in the gulph, into which 


thoſe faſcinating ſeducers are repreſented as having plunged —— 


D REO themſelves, 


5 Ulyſſes. Hom. Odyf. I. 12. 
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themſelves, in deſpair, on finding their ſnares at | length 


eluded by the united force of wiſdom and reſolution. 


What an almoſt Chriſtian Moral have we here couched 
; under a no leſs ſignificant than beautiful allegory ; ; which, 3 
though a poetical fiction, experience has not failed to realize 1 
—In our Paſſage through the world, whilſt we are gliding, * 
our caſe, on the ſmooth ſurface, we little think of the rubs 
that anon await. us. Little are we aware of the traps in the | 
way, which our ſeemingly moſt cordial friends—thoſe Boſom- 
Sirens - the luſt of the fleſh, and the lulf of the eyes, and 
. the pride of life,” are continually laying for us. —But—let 
it be remembered, that Virtue, unleſs kept conſtantly in ac- 
tion, by a vigorous oppoſition to every form of Vice, will be- 
= come fo debilitated, as to ſink under its lighteſt attacks: on 
the contrary- when armed at all Points, and on the watch, 1o 
as to render it impollible to take her by ſurpriſe, ſhe needs 
not fear the moſt violent aſſaults of her open and profeſſed, 5 
or the moſt ſubtle and inſinuating artifices of her ſecret 
enemies. — - 


nn as 3 4 theſe oppoſite principles mall prevail — 
will our happineſs or miſery, whether we conſider ourſelves as 
individuals, or as forming c one compatted, national body, be 

determined. 


4 1 John, ii. 26. 
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determined. Surely, we cannot be at a loſs, on bie of 12 
them to fix the preference. —In our united, public, character, 
what ought we more heartily to deprecate, than the being ſeized 
with a general Torpor, deſtructive of all civil and religious 
= energy? What ought we more carneſily to ſue for, at the 5 
chrone of Grace, thana continuance of the divine bleſſing on 
the prudent and virtuous exertions of thoſe, by whora, under A 
255 the protection of Providence, our lives, our property, our moſt 
; holy religion, have been preſerved, amidſt the almoſt univerſal 
depredations of avowed foreign enemies, and the vile ab 
terous machinations of ſtill more dangerous domeſlic foes? | 
Let us not ceaſe to praiſe. the Lord, for having graciouſly 
: enabled the vigilant Guides, who have been placed at the 
helm, to ſteerour veſſel hitherto, not only with lafety, but in 
a Tull tide of f glory, 


In the mean while, we cannot but be thoroughly ſenſible, 
that i it is incumbent on us, as diſtin members of the Commu- 
nity, to contribute, in our ſeveral ations, towards alleviating 
the burden of thoſe, on whoſe ſhoulders the government of 
it reſts by a ready concurrence infurthering the meaſures ne- 
ceſſary to the ſecuring of its ſafety. As much as this is re- 
| quired of us, in our reſpective, ſeparate, capacities, at all 
times; but, in | caſes of emergency, we are no leſs prompted. 


= by our intereſt, than impelled * our duty, to join hearts and 
hands 
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hands in endeavouring to extricate the State to which 1 we : be- 


long from the difficulties and diſtreſſes chat attend it. Need 
1 remind you of the happy effects of ſuch combined exertion Pp. 


g Had it not been for the union which diſplayed itſelf at the ; 
awful moment of impending danger to theſe realms, what | 
would have become of our laws—our liberty —and our per- 
i ſons ?—To what, under Heaven, does this Kine DOM, as ſuch, 5 
N owe its preſent ExISTENCE, but to the wiſdom of thoſe who 
5 contrived—the firm legiſlative authority which ſanctioned 
and the general, national, zeal, prepared to put in execution 
the means of warding off the blow with which we were 


threatened, by projected invaſions, both of our own territories, = 


and thoſe of a Siſter-N ation, from a moſt inſidious and power- 


| ful enemy,—rendered, at the time, the more formidable, by 
the too-well grounded apprehenſions of there being bands of fn 


vile miſcreants, diſperſed throughout the land, one” to Join in | 


the deſtruction of their native Country. 


F rom the dangers with which we have been thus ſur- | 

rounded, has it pleaſed our Heavenly Father, in his infinite 
loving kindneſs, to deliver us. We are ſill, through his ble 5 

ſing,—as ſtrenuous aſſertors of our rights and liberties at home, 
and no leſs valiant defenders of our national property abroad, 


a —. great and flouriſhing people. But let not our preſent ſe- 


_ curity fro — the danger of inteſtine commotions, or the train 
of. 
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of proſperity, which has 10 uniformly attended us in our. 


commercial and military character, lift us up to a haughty and 
unnatural independence. We cannot but know, where our 
= great and ultimate truſt i is to be fixed. ” Not by works of 
4 righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to his | 
FE: mercy, hath the Lord ſaved us.”—And who can ſay, how 
0 ſoon this mercy, unleſs we make a proper uſe of it, may be 5 
withdrawn from us 1 Be it our wiſdom, to beware—(and, from - 
the alarming face of things, the advice appears to be mor q 
than ordinarily important, )—leſt. we forfeit it —by ſeriouſly | 
: reflefting on the days we have ſeen of late, and on what i is 
now paſſing before our eyes the warnings we have had, and 2 
thoſe which are Nill hanging over our heads, to repent us of ; 
: our evil doings, and to turn to the Lord our God—not with ; 
mere formal, temporary profeſſions of ſorrow and humiliation ; Ts 


: but by x a conſtant and uniform renunciation of ſin, and a keady 


= perſeverance 1 in the ways of godlineſs, 8 


0 Who can \ tell How ſoon the ſame almighty a arm which hath - 
10 highly exalted us, as a Body Politic, in the fight of all na- 

. tions, may depreſs us, in our moral capacity, as Individuals, 5 
that have abandoned all further claim to the divine protection ? 
—If the tender mercies of the Lord will not melt our obdu- 


rate hearts, ſurely they cannot be 10 callous as not to be ſti. 2 
1 | 5 mulated 


+ Titus, iti. 5. 


i 
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mulated by the no leſs gracious, though ſevere, ſtrokes of his 


correction, to a lively ſenſe of our depravity. If, amidſt our 
| late exultations at the ſeries of ſucceſſes with which our Navy 
has been crowned, we have been unmindful of, or not ſaffi- 5 
a ciently humbled at reſlefting « on the calamities that have been 8 
the unavoidable portion of ſo many of our brave Countrymen, = 
in their perils, both by ſea and land —if we have been un- 
moved at the ravages of war in diſtant regions, becauſe the rod 5 
has not been laid directly o on our own backs let us at leaſt be 
awakened by a freſh ſource of terror and diſmay, which has, ps 
in A literal ſenſe, come home to ourſelves, and is even now at e 
our doors a chaſtiſement from Heaven, the ſmart of which, L 
at this moment, pervades every corner. of our alflicted land. 
Wet us caſt up our eyes to the F. irmament, and tremb] e at 
the recollection of the late inceſſant floods, guſhing out from 
the clouds above—overwhelming the fruits of the earth, and 
threatening us with (as the ſore conſequence, which only 
- God $ goodneſs can n avert) the horrors of Dearth and F amine. ” 


— 5 


. 


What may we conceive the feelings of David to have been, : 
when, on his confeſling that he had 4 ſinned greatly in num- 
bering the people of Iſrael, and 8 the Lord to © do 
* away his iniquity,” he received, through the mouth of Gad, 

— his Seer, the following meſſage Go and tell David, ſaying, 

Thus 


4 2 Sam. xxiv. and 1 Chron. xxi. 
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Thus faith the Lord, 1 offer thee three things; ; chase thee. 


=: 


2M one of them, that I may do it unto thee, Chooſe either 


tt 


three years famine, or three months to be deſtroyed before | 


60 


thy foes, (while the ſword of thine enemy overtaketh thee 9 
or elſe three days the ſword of the Lord, even the Peſti- 


N lence i in the land, and the angel of the Lord deſtroying 
ay” throughout all the coaſts of Iſrael. —What 2 dreadful, but | 
gracious, alternative !—The King, though in a great ſtrait, is 
till at liberty, of three fore. evils, to limit the vengeance of © 
the Almighty to the infliion of only one of them, —As the 
: Angel, which was ſent by God, Was putting the terrible ſen- 5 
tence, that had been made choice of, in execution, 11 it 8 
Mo” * pented the Lord of the evil; and he faid to the angel that 2 
*« Was deſtroying Jeruſalem, It 1s enough, ſtay thine. hand. 
5 And the Lord commanded the angel, and he put up his 
2 ſword again into the ſheath thereof.” '—Here was Mercy, in 
the midſt of Judgement. —. The King and the Elders of II. 
or rael, who were clothed in fackeloth, had fallen on their 8 
420 Oh faces; and, as for thoſe poor ſheep, the people, what had 
« they done ?”—But can a N. ation, 9295 laden with iniquity—a 
0 Seed of evil- doors,” have any claim to ſuch qualified « over- _ 
tures of forbearance from an Almi ghty Avenger, whoſe wrath 


and indignation they have 0 Rrongly and inceſſantly pro. 
voked? 


* 


[ 20 ] 
Not to palliate the matter, (el ſpecially within theſe ſacred 


walls)—can the inhabitants of this land inſure to themſelves 45 


ſingle moment” 8 reſpite from the united aſſaults of the ſword, 
the famine, and the peltilence? Can they fondly i imagine, that 
5 the Lord will put it to their choice, which of them to ſubmit | 
to? Have we not, for a long time, continued to groan under 


one of theſe ſevere chaſtiſements 9 Does not another ſtare us 


in the face, with threats of withholding from us the flaff of 


life ?P—And to fill up the meaſure of our terrors—may not the 
Miniſter of God' 8 Vengeance pe, at this very inſtant, awaiting. 
the divine mandate for dil Fuſing, by the blaſting of the breath , 


of his diſpleaſure, the pellilential fumes of an infected, com- 


mercial coaſt, through d our, as yet, uncontaminated and ſalu- 
tary iſles: ? 


| Have we fo ſoon forgotten the danger at which, but a very 


. few years ago, we were Juſtly alarmed, of being viſited with 


the like grie vous calamity with that which we now moſt. 


1 iercingly feel within our borders Has our providential de- 


liverance, at that time, from 1o tremendous an evil had no 
other effect chan to harden our hearts to ſuch a degree as to 
have made us provoke the Lord to this freſh diſplay of his 
: vengeance What can be pleaded in arreſt of Judgement, 
here Guilt calls aloud for Execution But our God 5 
5 chat moll: 9 Being, whoſe property is—always to have 
CT mercy.” 
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mercy. —Notwithſlanding our Maifeld and heinous trand- 


greſſions, who knoweth, whether, if, in this our day of trouble 
and rebuke, we implore his forgiveneſs, with true penitent 
hearts, and a lively F aith i in the merits of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, = 


he may not ye. incline his « ear unto us, and hearken to gur © 


L voice? e ,,, IK 


-” 


Let us eagerly embrace the opportunity, of which we know 

5 not how ſoon we may be deprived, of offering up our prayers 
to him, that his anger may be turned away from us.—Let us 
purſue the only means in our Power of redeeming the miſ-ſpent 
time, by employing the remainder, with redoubled care and 


i diligence, in a conſcientious diſcharge of our duty to God, 55 


5 our neighbour, and ourſelves. 


As to thoſe who ; are already on their near approach towards 
the verge of lite, without having yet learned *ſoto number 
—m their days as to apply their hearts unto wifdom may * 
pleaſe God to open their eyes, that they may diſcover cc, the 
. * things that belong to their” eternal * peace, 6. before they 
© go hence, and be no more ſeen.” May they be ſo wrought 
upon by the Divine Grace, as to begin, even at ſuch a pro- 
= tracted ſeaſon, to work out their falvation with fear and trem-. 

bling. —They will indeed have, what ought to have been the 
grand concern ol the whole progreſs of their lives, t to accom- : 


1 CRATES liſh, 


e 


T1 


liſh, "if - poſſible: (and, with God's aſſiſtance, nothing i is impoſ: 
ſible), within a very ſhort ſpace of them. However, let them 
preſs forward, with their utmoſt might, in the courſe of refor- 
mation, which they have been ſo backward to enter upon - 


and, by the carneſtneſs and ſincerity of their Repentance, 


s make all the amends they can for the lateneſs of it. 


155 


Aud.-Iet not ſuch : as are at: a more remote diſtance from the 5 85 
precincts of Old Age—let not even the young, think 1 it enough, 
n they may have formed reſolutions of future amendment 
1 at (it ſhould ſeem) ſome more convenient ſeaſon; flattering 5 
5 themſelves with the prolpect of a long continuance in 5 
5 world; any diſtant portion of which may be early enough (as i 
they vainly conceive) for putting their fancied, unſettled, 5 
plan i in execution. —Why will they delay to let about the 
5 great work, for which alone life was given to them „Would 
they but ſeriouſly reflect, (and who amongſt t them can tell how 
. ſoon the fatal truth may be exemplified | in himſelf ?) that Man, 2 
. in his pride in the full vigour of his health and ſtrength, 1s cut 
;—they would foon be con- 


down, like the flower of the fiel : 


vinced, that the preſent time is the only ſeaſon to be depended 5 
upon; chat there i is no truſting to that which ! is to come Let 
them not put off to a day, which may not ever arrive, or, if 
it ſhould, might probably paſs away neglected, like thoſe that 5 


a have gone before —vhat, che only: juncture which is actually _ 
e BE. 


Hy 
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in their poſeſion—the inſtant now—ſo earneſtly demands of 


them. 


Whatever the different lages of our reſpective lives may 5 


be—let us conſider, that we are, all of us, advancing, every 


moment of them, nearer and nearer to the point which uw - 


terminate our exiſtence here on carth—with regard to the 
5 preciſe time of arriving at which, it has pleaſed the Almighty 


0 leave us in a: late of awful uncertainty. —And what uſe f 


ought We to make of ſuch A reflection, but as a MuExTo ; 


7 to: take heed to ourſelyes, * leſt that day come upon us 
— unawares? pm : . 


8 we were wiſe hat we would conſider this—and 
not ſuller the feeble, temporary, Joys (if indeed they deſerve 
chat name) of a ſhort life to rob us of an Eternity of ſubſtan- 
tial, incomprehenſible, Bliſs —What i 1s a CxNTUATI—what are 


millions of millions of years, w hen compared to endleſs Du- 


: ration ?—Thither let our attention be principally directed. _ 85 


Whilſt we are here cc * numbering. our days, and may we 


* lo number” them, * o 1 apply our hearts unto wiſdom” — _ . 


whilſt we are meaſuring ; a tranſitory exiſtence; by dividing it its 
limited extent into ſtated periods and revolutions—let us look. 
* forward to the tremendous moment, when TiME SHALL BE 


„ 


* Luke xxi. 34. 
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Vo MORE; when there ſhall be no longer a Fi irmament over 
. 4 our heads, with 6c lights to divide the day from the night, ad ET RES F 
7 7 e Wh be for fi igns, and for ſeaſons, and for days and years'— _ 


* 15 | but—the gates of Heaven being thrown. open, that the righ- 


| teous may enter in—and the wide portals of Hell cloſed on ü - 
the workers of iniquity—the portion of the former ſhall be 
Lan undiminiſhed blaze of everlaſting Light and Glory ;— — 
* if - "that of the wicked, —one perpetual Night of outer Darkneſs, 


= —Darkneſs—the more horrible, for being rendered n : 
=_— 5 . the diſmal gleam, which will be reflected from the flames 3535 
8 of that tormenting F URNACE, +<« the ſmoke” whereof ſhall 


| 45 aſcend for ever and 8 N e FA 
| + Rev, xiv. 11. | | : 
F 1 | 
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